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If Shaw did not wish Marchbanks to be sym-
pathetic at all for us, but to appear only as a
febrile esthete, he should never have given him
such utterances as these: any more than Shak-
spere, with the purpose of making Shylock repel-
lent, should have written sundry magnificent
speeches which make him forever a deeply pa-
thetic, appealing figure. The critics who, at the
time of the first presentation of this comedy in
America, declared that the poet went out from
the Morell house to commit suicide, were cer-
tainly, in Shaw's descriptive phrase, " mentally
overtaxed."

So much for the characterization. The satiric
fun, so sparkling and satisfying, inheres in the
situation while it is logical with the characters.
Prossy is deliciously consistent in her British im-
perviousness to aught but the practical; a lim-
ited, honest soul. The clergyman assistant is
natural in his weakness ^and strength. The
vulgar father. Burgess, may be a bit overdone
after the way of iJickens, but is a highly amus-
ing figure in his offensively genial self-approval;
inevitably he begets eugenistic questionings as to
how a Candida could have come from his loins,to themselves out loud;
